
Renvela® (Sevelamer) 2.4g Sachets
Sevelamer is now available as 2.4g sachets (brand name Renvela®) and so patients unable to swallow 
tablets should be prescribed this product rather than being asked to disperse tablets in water.

Dose
Use of sevelamer in children is “off-label”, i.e. not recommended by the manufacturer.  There is, 
however, limited published evidence and anecdotal experience of use from around the UK.  Typical 
starting doses are given below (doses are subsequently adjusted according to serum phosphate level): 

Age (years) Weight (kg) Starting dose

<1 >3.75 160mg three times daily with meals 

1-4 7.5-15 240mg three times daily with meals

4-10 15-30 400mg three times daily with meals

≥ 10 30 800mg three times daily with meals

Measuring and Administering the Prescribed Dose
It is likely that most doses prescribed will be <2.4g, i.e. less than a whole sachet.  Once opened, a 
sachet can be used for 24 hours: unused drug should be discarded after this time.  Doses should 
either be a multiple of 80mg or 800mg:

Amount of Renvela® Instructions on how to measure

80mg Use the scoop provided with Creon Micro granules.  Each scoop (lightly packed) 
contains approximately 80mg sevelamer.  The powder should be mixed with 
approximately 2ml of water per 80mg sevelamer.

800mg 800mg is contained in approximately 2ml of powder.  Using a slightly under-filled 
2.5ml spoon will give approximately 2ml.  (Although each dose may be slightly 
inaccurate, a patient taking 800mg three times daily will nonetheless receive the 
correct total daily dose). The powder should be mixed with approximately 20ml of 
water per 800mg sevelamer.

2.4g Use an entire sachet and mix with 60ml water.

Mixing with Liquids Other than Water
Renvela® sachets are licensed only to be mixed with water: the resulting mixture has a citrus flavour.  
Mixing with apple juice, coffee, tea, grape juice and cranberry juice has been shown to alter the 
appearance of the drinks significantly, as well as increasing their pH.

Feeding Tubes
Limited studies have demonstrated that administration via polyurethane, silicon and PVC feeding 
tubes does not significantly affect the bioavailability of Renvela®.  Clogging of tubes was only seen 
with very narrow tubes (3.5FR) and long tubes (125cm) with a 6.5FR opening.

Ordering
Community Pharmacists should be able to order Renvela from Alliance Healthcare (Distribution) 
Limited, AAH Pharmaceuticals Limited and Phoenix Healthcare Distribution Limited.   If these 
wholesalers are unable to supply, Renvela® can be ordered directly from Genzyme Customer Services 
on 01865 774172. 

Renal Pager - 07659598629
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